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PRINCIPALS WELCOME 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you for showing an interest in Buccleuch Montessori Preschool and Primary. 
 I would like to introduce the amazing work we do with children from 12-months to 14-years, and take this 
opportunity to explain why Buccleuch Montessori Preschool and Primary is an excellent choice of schooling for 
your child.  
 
We are by far the largest and most established Montessori School in South Africa, with over three decades of 
experience and excellence.  We do not limit our children’s learning due to their age. Our children are given all the 
foundations (from 12-months to 14-years of age) necessary for them to achieve excellent results. After all, 
learning is a lifelong process!  
 
By 3-years old at Buccleuch Montessori, you can expect your child to have mastered the basics in reading, 
mathematics as well as having developed a knowledge of their world i.e. continents, animals, plants, nature etc. 
They learn independence and self-regulation (a neuroscientific predictor for lifelong success). Our toddlers are 
able to make choices and they develop very strong leadership skills by age three. Above all, whilst they are 
learning and doing amazing things, they are truly very happy.  
 
By 6-years old (Grade R), our children are reading books with fluency, writing full sentences and paragraphs, 
preparing them for when they begin basic research in all cultural subjects in Grade One. They are counting and 
calculating to 10 000 by 6-years old as well as doing fractions, squaring, cubing, and geometry to name but a few. 
They have a solid understanding of Geography (Planets to the core of the earth), Botany, Science and Zoology and 
how each of these areas interrelate on our planet. This creates an amazing foundation for all further learning that 
takes place for the rest of their lives. Our pre-schoolers have amazing compassion and leadership skills. They are 
independent individuals who take their education very seriously. They are very joyful learners who love each and 
every day at school.  
 
In their first year in Junior Primary, our children start the basics of research in cultural subjects (not available in 
other national curriculums at this Early Child Developmental (ECD) age) and begin to calculate in numbers in the 
millions…  By 13-years old, many of our children obtain academic scholarships to the top high schools of their 
choice, to date a few of them in JHB being: St Johns College, Crawford College, Kingsmead College, St Stithians, 
Beaulieu College, Woodridge College, St Peters etc – all of them known to produce outstanding leaders with 
strong academic skills. This results in them achieving head girl and head boy positions. Our children finish matric 
with a very high distinction average, especially in mathematics. They are then accepted by all major universities, 
obtaining degrees in any areas they may choose, be it medical, chemical engineering, accounting etc. 
 
Over the past three-and-a-half decades, Buccleuch Montessori Preschool & Primary children have reached levels 
of excellence that are unrivalled by any ‘regular’ school. Our one-on-one teaching methods ensure that our 
children truly understand all that is taught to them, creating foundations for life-long learning.  
 
We have consistently been placed in the top 20 schools in Mathematics and English in the Conquesta National 
Olympiads since 2013. 
 
Please come and visit us, you will be truly inspired by the level of work and joyfulness of our children. 
 
 
Kind regards, 

 
Lesley Heywood (Principal) 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 

Buccleuch Montessori Preschool & Primary undertakes to educate our children in accordance with Montessori 
Principles, which work towards developing a well-rounded, happy child, balancing development in the 

intellectual, emotional, social, spiritual and physical spheres. We aim to lead and guide children into becoming 
integrated, independent, fully functioning and contributing adults who are instrumental in the future 

development of our country. 
 

OUR VISION 
 

 
Buccleuch Montessori Preschool & Primary rests on cultivating in its pupils… 
 
 A great passion for excellence in the things that they do. 
 A deeply internalized set of core values that one lives by when others are not looking. 
 A sense of being part of the family of humanity – a global understanding. 
 Commitment to service back to all communities and to people known and not yet met. 
 
Our primary aims are… 
 
 To facilitate every child’s unique personality 
 To help each child to become socially and emotionally well-adjusted and to grow up   physically, emotionally 

and mentally strong and happy. 
 To make it possible for the child to develop to their full intellectual capacity. 
 

 
The Parental Role 
 
 To allow your child freedom within defined limits. 
 To respect the individuality of your child. 
 To resist imposing your own will and personality on your child. 
 To endeavour to fulfil each 3-year learning cycle in the full knowledge that our comprehensive 

Montessori curriculum will guide your child to acquire the workplace skills of acquiring knowledge and 
the learning skills which are so essential in the 21st century.  

 
 
 
In order to gain the full benefit of the world-renowned Montessori Educational System offered by Buccleuch 
Montessori Preschool & Primary, it is understood and agreed that the Montessori System ideally requires various 
developmental stages, namely;  
 
 Toddlers (12-months – 3-years) 
 Preschool (3 – 6years),  
 Junior Primary (6 – 9years)  
 Senior Primary (9 – 12years) 
 Middle school  (13 – 14 years) 
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ABOUT MONTESSORI, APPLICABLE RULES, ADMISSIONS 
POLICY AND SCHOOL HOURS 

 
 

About Montessori 
 

Maria Montessori was born in 1870. She graduated to become the first woman Doctor of Medicine in Italy. Upon 
graduation she was appointed assistant in a hospital working with women and children. In 1897 she became a 
voluntary assistant at a psychiatric clinic. Here she encountered so called ‘idiot children’ who were deprived of any 
sensory stimulation of any kind, when taken food they would throw themselves on the floor looking for crumbs. It 
occurred to her that this behaviour was a distinct effort on their part to try to learn about the world around them 
through their hands. This idea that the path to intellectual development is through the hands is a major theme in 
the Montessori method.  
 
Maria Montessori took on the principal ideas of the ‘Education of the Senses’ and the ‘Education of Movement’ 
and adapted and developed them into a system that became her own. What she accomplished was to draw 
together the knowledge and methods from the disciplines of Education and Medicine. 
 
During the course of her studies some of the uneducable children she taught learned to read and write, some even 
sat state examinations and passed with higher grades than the so-called ‘normal’ children. 
 
In 1906 Maria Montessori opened her first school for 3 to 6-year-old children in the slum areas of San Lorenzo, 
Rome.  She called it ‘Casa dei Bambini’ (The children’s house in Italian). In this school Montessori was now able to 
apply her methods to normal children. She believed that if her methods achieved such startling results with 
‘retarded’ children then these same methods would improve the performance of ‘normal’ children. It was soon 
evident that all children were capable of achieving and becoming independent learners when taught by her 
methods.  
 
Maria Montessori drew her ideas about how to educate and work with children from her observations of them at 
different stages in their development, and from her exposure to children of different cultures. She identified what 
she saw that was common in all children as the ‘universal characteristics of childhood’, regardless of where children 
were born or how they were brought up. 
 
 
Together these ‘Universal Characteristics’ form the core belief upon which the Montessori Philosophy is based and 
can be summed up as follows: 
 
 All children have absorbent minds 
 All children pass through ‘Sensitive Periods’ 
 All children want to learn 
 All children learn through play/work 
 All children pass through several stages of development 
 All children want to be independent 
 
Montessori Education differs from traditional education in many ways: 
 
The most obvious difference between the philosophy of Montessori and Traditional schools is the idea that children 
cannot be force-fed information, but that they have to be guided and led into discovering facts and information for 
themselves. This helps them to become independent thinkers, an asset vitally needed in the world today. 
 
Children are led to learn new concepts through the use of the concrete materials within the ‘prepared 
environment’. These materials are both auto educative and self-correcting.  
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The integrated age grouping within a Montessori class allows the child to progress through the curriculum at 
his/her own pace, thus there is no academic reason to group children according to age. ‘Integrated age grouping’ 
assists the child in the development of positive self-esteem and caring community feelings that last a lifetime! 
 
Parents are sometimes confused as to the reasons why Montessori children of several ages are grouped together 
in one class. They may feel that their child is at a disadvantage, but: 
 
 Since Montessori allows children to progress through the curriculum at their own pace, within a three-year 

period, there is no academic reason to group children according to age. 
 In a mixed age class, children can always find peers who are working at their current level. 
 To accommodate the needs of individual pupils, Montessori classrooms include materials to cover the 

entire span of interests and abilities up to the oldest and most accelerated students in the class. This creates 
a highly enriched learning environment. 

 In multilevel classrooms, younger children are constantly stimulated by the interesting work of the older 
pupils. 

 
By working with children for several years the Montessori Directress (teacher) gets to know them well, which is 
especially useful when motivating them to higher levels of competence. Montessori children trust their own 
abilities to think and solve problems independently. 
 
Montessori encourages children to engage in their own research, analyze what they have found, and come to their 
own conclusions. The goal is to guide pupils to think for themselves and become actively engaged in the learning 
process. 
 
Rather than give the pupils the right answers, Montessori directresses ask the right questions to guide the children 
into discovering the answers for themselves. Learning becomes its own reward, and each success fuels the desire 
to discover even more. 
 
 
The Pupils in a Montessori Class: 
 
 Are part of a mixed age student body. 
 Share the advantages of a diverse student body. 
 Have different learning styles, modalities, interests and needs which are clearly identified and catered for. 
 Are provided with uninterrupted work periods. 
 Are supported academically. 
 Are academically prepared. 
 
Montessori Learning materials and Activities: 
 
 Learning materials and activities are child centered. 
 Materials or models of instruction are hands on and promote investigation, exploration and discovery. 
 The learning materials can be self-directed. 
 Spontaneous learning materials are included. 
 Learning experiences lead to the development of self-discipline. 
 There is a range of learning groupings within the classroom – individual, small groups and the entire class. 
 Co-operative/ collaborative learning activities take place. 
 Multiple measures of assessment used. 
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The prepared environment: 
 
The Montessori classroom is a ‘Prepared Environment’ designed to facilitate maximum independent learning and 
exploration by the child. 
 
 Our Classrooms are prepared for movement. It is a dynamic environment, responsive to the needs of the 

children. 
 The environment is aesthetically pleasing with didactic materials that challenge the developmental 

capabilities of the child.  
 The Montessori materials isolate one quality, in this way the concept that the child is to discover is isolated 

e.g. colour, form etc. 
 The materials are self-correcting i.e. when a piece does not fit or is left over; the child easily perceives the 

error. There is no need for adult correction. The child is able to solve problems by him/herself, building 
independence, analytical thinking, and the satisfaction that comes from true accomplishment. 

 The materials are arranged on low shelves and are easily accessible to the child. 
 
Lessons are introduced simply and correctly and are presented individually to each child. The Montessori course of 
study is an integrated cosmic approach that ties all areas of learning together. 
 
Although the emphasis is placed on cultivating the child’s sense of curiosity and wonder, parents should not get the 
impression that the children can simply do whatever they wish, avoiding subjects they dislike, as this is certainly 
not true. The children are carefully and individually directed to ensure they cover the entire spectrum of the 
curriculum. 
 
In Montessori classrooms all children are expected to work together in ever changing peer groups, regardless of 
gender or ethnicity. 
 
The rights of the child 
 
 The right to independence 
 The right to activity 
 The right to explore the world for him/herself 
 The right to a prepared environment 
 
The Montessori Educator 
 
 Is a child advocate in the deepest sense who respects the child’s total being. 
 Is a leader of classroom activities and events with high expectations and provides challenges, which are 

communicated in a positive and supportive manner. 
 Is a manager to ensure that standards of a mutually respectful classroom and interaction is established and 

maintained. 
 Is a role model of desired behaviour, dispositions and possibilities. 
 Is resourceful. 
 Offers multiple strategies of instruction. 
 Facilitates cognitive, emotional, social and spiritual growth of the children. 
 Expedites the linking of new learning with the child’s prior background. 
 Encourages multiple perspectives and differing viewpoints to facilitate the integration of knowledge. 
 Is appropriately trained in educational matters and natural child development. 
 Since Montessori education is based on the inner motivation of the child, it is the directress’s role to work 

with this motivation in ways that will enhance the child’s process of self-creation. 
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Discipline: 
 
 At Buccleuch Montessori Preschool & Primary discipline is a positive factor aimed to assist the developing 

child to reach the goal of self-discipline. 
 No corporal punishment is ever administered. It is deemed unseemly, demeaning as well as being 

unconstitutional. 
 Because we believe in providing a dynamic, rich learning environment full of hands-on manipulatives, we 

consider it impossible for boredom to arise, which is often the reason for disciplinary problems. 
 If there is a continuous discipline problem of any kind, the issue will be addressed with the parents by the 

appropriate Directress and Principal. 
 
 
Assessments: 
 
In learner-centered education, assessments are made in several ways: 
 
 On a continuous basis to identify progress and level of competency of an individual by means of informal 

observations done by the educators. 
 Daily one-on-one discussion between an educator and child occurs. 
 Toddler and Preschool Progress Reports will be issued for each child at the end of the academic year.  
 Primary Progress Reports will be issued at the end of the First term and at the end of the academic year. 
 For all children, a compulsory parent/teacher conference will take place during the course of the second 

term, followed by a written report specifically dealing with issues arising from the conference.  
 Should you wish to know about your child’s progress at any time during the course of the year you can set 

up an appointment with the relevant educator. 
 Records are kept for each child with all their work progress, which is documented on an ongoing basis. At 

any time, parents may find out what their child is currently working with, and where and how they can 
assist. 

 
 
Parental Involvement: 
 
 Buccleuch Montessori Preschool and Primary believe strongly that parents play a critical role in their child’s 

education. You are your child’s first and most influential educator. No one knows and cares for your child 
as well as you do. As a parent you have a unique opportunity to lead your child into areas of interest and 
activity that are meaningful and fulfilling to both of you.  

 Buccleuch Montessori is a community with parents, children and staff working together for the good of the 
child. 

 Our Montessori school is a natural extension of your home. That is why we encourage parents to be 
involved in school activities.  

 
 
 
Meetings with your child’s Educator can be arranged in the office. 
 
Please refrain from speaking to educators during class times (08h00 – 14h00), as they are working with the children. 
However, you may always leave a message with the office for the educator. 
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BUCCLEUCH MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL & PRIMARY 
 

Buccleuch Montessori Preschool was established in 1984. In 1997, Lesley Heywood took ownership of the school, 
making 2021 the 24th year in her care. It has grown steadily through the years. Twenty-one years ago, in 1999, the 
Primary School was established, and we thus became known as the Buccleuch Montessori Preschool & Primary.  
 
In 2000 we established the Toddler class, which enables us to take in children from 14-months old. 
 
This type of progression has enabled the school to grow into a truly unique, special place for all the children who 
pass through its doors. 
 

Buccleuch Montessori Preschool & Primary is an inspiring learning environment devoted to the advancement 
of all children whose parents share our vision. 

 
ADMISSION POLICY 
 
At Buccleuch Montessori Preschool & Primary, no person is refused admission owing to: 
 Gender 
 Language 
 Ethnic/cultural group 
 Religion 
 
HOWEVER, 
 
We are a small, private Montessori school and as such, we reserve the right of admission due to capacity limits, 
age (especially if a child has had no previous Montessori background) or any other situation which would not 
benefit the School community. 
   
DOCUMENTATON REQUIRED TO APPLY TO BUCCLEUCH MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL & PRIMARY 
 

1. COPY OF YOUR CHILDS BIRTH CERTIFICATE. 
2. COPY OF BOTH PARENTS’ IDENTITY DOCUMENTS. 
3. COPY OF YOUR CHILDS HEALTH & IMMUNISATION RECORDS. 
4. COPY OF MOST RECENT SCHOOL REPORTS IF APPLICABLE 
5. PROOF OF RESIDENCE. 
6. COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORMS. 
7. NON-REFUNDABLE REGISTRATION FEE, EQUIVALENT TO ONE MONTH’S SCHOOL FEE. 
8. APPLICATION FOR SECURITY STICKERS WITH A COPY OF YOUR DRIVER’S LICENCE. 
9. COPY OF YOUR MEDICAL AID DETAILS IF APPLICABLE. 
10. PRIMARY – TRANSFER CARD AND REPORTS FROM ANY PREVIOUS SCHOOL/S ATTENDED. 

  
FORMS ARE TO BE E-MAILED TO:  accounts@bmpschool.co.za  (Please add this to your contacts) 
 
APPLICATION FORMS ARE TO BE HANDED IN TO THE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION OFFICE AT: 
 
35 MULLER STREET NORTH 
BUCCLEUCH 
SANDTON 
 
NB: SCHOOL CONTACT NUMBER’S ARE:  (Please store these Numbers in your cell phone) 
 
011 802-4506     010 200 9105       IN CASE OF EMERGENCY:  083 357 3175 (Administrator: Sandy) and  
        082 456 0310 (Principal: Lesley) 
     

Our website can be found at: www.bmpschool.co.za 
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WITHDRAWAL POLICY 
 
The school reserves the right to ask a parent to remove a child from the school should it be determined the child 
is not benefiting from the method of education offered. This step will only be taken after consultation with the 
parents and attempts at resolving any of the problems. In this regard, you are also referred to the Contract and 
Enrolment Documentation which forms part of this pack.  
 
 
NOTIFICATION 
 
Ensure that the school is notified timeously of any changes of email address, medical aid or telephone numbers. 
In addition to this, the school must be notified of additional people that may collect your child not on the list. 
 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE/RULES FOR ALL PARENTS AT BUCCLEUCH MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL & PRIMARY 
 
 No stepping on children’s mats. 
 No interacting with/disturbing children working. 
 Please do not allow siblings who are not pupils in our school, to touch any materials in the prepared 

environments. 
 Parents are welcome to observe the children at any time … but you must adhere to the rules for 

observation outlined in this prospectus. 
 Parents may not at any time present material or try to intervene whilst your child is working in our 

environment. 
 Please be punctual in complying with drop off and collection times. 
 Please make sure that your child has a healthy, sugar free breakfast before school. 
 Please make sure your child is weather appropriately dressed for school.  

 
We encourage parental involvement and observations in the school. This is an opportunity to discover how your 
child learns. An appointment must be made to ensure there are not too many ‘new’ adults in the learning 
environment at the same time. 
 
There are some vital rules for observers in our school. 
 
1. Use only the chairs allocated. Do not move the chairs. You may quietly move to another chair positioned in 

a different area of the room. If there is another observer seated in the chair – quietly request a swap of 
positions. 

2. Do not engage in any conversations with the children. If they approach you, please tell them that you are 
working, and will they please do their own work. 

3. Under no circumstances sit by a child engaged in an activity either on the floor or at a table. 
4. Please take this opportunity to make notes – all queries will be answered by the directress in charge during 

break or after school. 
5. All cellular phones are to be switched off before entering any of the Montessori environments. 
6. Enjoy the opportunity of observing:    

 Children working at their own pace 
 Children choosing their own activities 
 Children working alone or in spontaneous groups 
 Social Interaction 
 Problem solving 
 Concentration spans 
 Orderliness 

 
 
 



 

10 
 

SCHOOL HOURS 
 
BUCCLEUCH MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL & PRIMARY OPERATING HOURS ARE AS FOLLOWS MONDAY TO FRIDAY:  
 
(Children may be dropped off from 07h30- earlier by arrangement only) 
 
TODDLER CLASS:   08h00   to 13h00  
 
PRESCHOOL CLASS:    08h00   to 13h00  
 
JUNIOR PRIMARY CLASS:  08h00   to 14h00 Monday to Thursday 
     08h00  to           13h00 Friday 
       
SENIOR PRIMARY CLASS:       07h30  to 14h00 Monday to Thursday 
                                                   07h30  to 13h00 Friday      

 
UNLESS CHILDREN ARE PARTICIPATING IN SPORT OR ARE REGISTERED IN AFTERCARE/HOMEWORK, THEY MUST 
BE COLLECTED ON TIME. LATE COLLECTIONS WILL BE TAKEN INTO AFTERCARE / HOMEWORK WHICH IN TURN 
WILL BE CHARGED FOR AT CLASS DAILY RATES. 
 
AFTERCARE/HOMEWORK:  14h00 to    17h30 (R100-00 penalty for each late collection) 
 
PRE-SCHOOL EXTRA MURALS:  12h30 to 13h00 
 
PRIMARY EXTRA MURALS:  14h00 to 15h00  
 
 THE SCHOOL IS CLOSED ON ALL PUBLIC HOLIDAYS. 

 
 THERE WILL BE NO ADULT SUPERVISION PRIOR TO 07H30 A.M. AND AFTER 14H00 FOR CHILDREN NOT 

REGISTERED FOR AFTERCARE OR HOMEWORK CLASS. CHILDREN PARTICIPATING IN SPORT MUST BE 
COLLECTED BY 15H10. LATE COLLECTIONS WILL SIMILARLY BE CHARGED DAILY AFTERCARE RATES. 

 
  ALL CHILDREN ARE TO BE AT SCHOOL BY 08H00, (SENIOR PRIMARY BY 07H30) DAILY. 
 
 ALL TODDLER AND PRESCHOOL CHILDREN SHOULD HAVE LEFT THE SCHOOL PROPERTY BY 13H30 AT 

THE LATEST, UNLESS THEY HAVE A SIBLING IN PRIMARY OR OTHER ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE 
WITH THE SCHOOL OFFICE.  

 
 SUPERVISION WILL BE OFFERED TO SIBLINGS OF PRIMARY CHILDREN ONLY UNTIL 14H00 (MON-THURS). 

ALL CHILDREN TO BE COLLECTED BY 13H00 ON FRIDAYS.  A PACKED LIGHT LUNCH SHOULD BE SUPPLIED 
FOR YOUR CHILD WHILST WAITING FOR THEIR OLDER SIBLINGS. 

 
AFTER 14h00 THERE WILL BE NO ADULT SUPERVISION – IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT 
YOUR CHILD IS COLLECTED FROM SCHOOL TIMEOUSLY. PLEASE LET THE SCHOOL KNOW BEFORE 13h30 
SHOULD YOU BE DELAYED FOR ANY REASON WHEN COLLECTING YOUR CHILD.  
 

 THE OFFICE IS TO BE INFORMED OF ANY ARRANGEMENTS WITH OTHER PARENTS WHO MAY BE 
COLLECTING YOUR CHILD.  
 

 ALL PRIMARY CHILDREN SHOULD HAVE LEFT THE SCHOOL PROPERTY BY 14H00 (MONDAY-THURSDAY) 
AND 13H00 (FRIDAYS) UNLESS THEY ARE PARTICIPATING IN EXTRA MURAL ACTIVITIES OR ARE 
REGISTERED IN EITHER THE AFTERCARE OR THE HOMEWORK CLASS.  
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REVISED SCHOOL TERMS 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Buccleuch Montessori 
Term 1 (61 days) 

Introduction Monday 18th January   9h00 -11h00 
Start Tuesday 19th January 
Close Friday 16th April 
Public Holidays Sunday 21 March (Human Rights Day) 

Monday 22 March – Public Holiday 
Friday 2nd April (Good Friday)  
Monday 5th April (Family Day) 

Term 2 (63 days) 
Start Wednesday 5th May 
Close Friday 6th August 
Half Term Close on Friday 11th June 

Open on Monday 21st June 
Public Holidays Wednesday 16th June (Youth Day) 

Term 3 (61 days) 
Start Tuesday 7th September 
Close Friday 3rd December 
Half Term Thursday 21st October (Close 12h00) 

Open on Tuesday 26th October 
Public Holidays Friday 24th September (Heritage Day) 

 

                T1 = 61 days   T2 = 63 Days   T3 = 61 days   Total = 185 days  
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SCHOOL EVENTS FOR 2021 (TENTATIVE - TO BE ADVISED IF WE ARE ABLE TO DO SO DUE TO COVID-19) 
 
(Mandatory parent and child involvement) 
   
 Introduction/Orientation Day – New Toddlers as well as Toddlers moving up to Preschool and New 

Preschool children – 09h00 – 11h00 on Monday 18 January 2021 to introduce your children to their new 
environment and directresses. 

 Orientation Day for new graduates to Junior Primary: Monday 18th January 2020 – 08h00 -10h00 
 Sports day Toddlers   Friday  28th May     07h40 to start at 08h00  
 Sports day Preschool     Saturday   29th May     07h30 to start @ 08h00  
 Sports day Primary  Saturday 29th May    10h15 to start @ 10h30  

On Sports Day Parents are required to bring their own garden umbrella and fold-up chairs.  
 
 Toddler’s Year-end Concert and Graduation will be held on a Saturday morning, 20th November 2021.  

Budget for costumes for concert: R250-00 per child 
 
 Preschool and Primary Concert will be held on Saturday 31st July 2021 (Venue TBA) 

Budget for costumes for concert: R250-00 per child 
 

 Graduation for Preschool – Friday 19th November 2021.  
 Graduation for Senior Primary – Friday 27th November 2021.  

Graduation gown hire: R170-00 per child 
 

PARENT MEETINGS (Mandatory)    
 
(These have been done online on Teams / Zoom meetings) 
 
 
TODDLERS 
 INFANT & TODDLER PARENT Class Meeting - Saturday 16th January 2021 at 09h00 (Zoom Meeting) 
 PARENT CONFERENCES:  Starting March 2021 – Zoom or Teams meetings 
 
PRESCHOOL CLASS PARENT MEETINGS  
 Preschool  Saturday 16th January 2021 at 09h00 (Zoom Meeting) 
 Parent’s conferences     Starting May 2021 Zoom or Teams meetings  

 
 
INTRODUCTION TO BUCCLEUCH MONTESSORI PRIMARY:  
SATURDAY 11th September 2021 - STARTING AT 09H00 (Zoom meeting) 
An informative talk for parents whose children are graduating from Preschool to Junior Primary at the end of 
2020. (Adult supervision will be available for your child for the duration of the meeting) 
PRIMARY CLASS AND PARENT MEETINGS 
 Cheetah’s, Leopards: TBA – Zoom meetings  
 Rhino’s, Buffalo’s, Lions Zebra’s and Meerkats: TBA – Zoom meeting  
 Martial, Crested, Golden, Crowned, Imperial and Fish Eagles: TBA – Zoom meeting  
 Parent’s Conferences – Starting March 2021 – Zoom / Teams meetings 
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MARKET DAY (When we are allowed again – on hold for now) 
 
Market Day is an entrepreneurial experience for all our Primary Children. They are given a budget and are then 
asked to produce recycled, creative, (preferably organic) goods for their ‘customers’. Various business skills are 
called upon.  
 
R100-00 payable for Market Day stall. Any profit made from the children hosting their Market Day stall is for them 
to take home. 
 
All children at Buccleuch Montessori are invited to support our Market day which always promises to be a 
highlight of each term. Recommended spending money is a minimum of R40-00 and a maximum of R150-00 
Please supply a labeled shopping bag for goods bought by your child. 
 
1st Market Day:   Thursday 25th February    Buffalo’s; Meerkats; Lions and Zebras   
 
2nd Market Day:  Friday 11th June            Cheetahs; Giraffes; Leopards; Middle School 
 
3rd Market Day:   Thursday 21st October       Bateleur; Crested; Crowned; Fish; Imperial & Martial Eagles 
 
CLOTHING 
 
 Children may wear clothes of their choice to school provided they are weather appropriate and clean. 

Please discourage your child from wearing Batman, Spiderman or any other costumes to school. 
 A change of clothing for toddler and preschoolers is to be sent to school daily. 
 Hats and sunblock are to be worn daily – “no hat no play”! 
 Shoes should be sensible, comfortable and low heeled. 
 Compulsory school shirts and caps are to be worn by all Primary children on outings and sports fixtures. 
 Sports uniforms (Softball/Netball) are to be purchased from the School Shop. 
 All children participating in sport will be required to purchase a school tracksuit. 
 Caps, School shirts, brimmed hats and school tracksuits are to be purchased from the School Shop 
 PLEASE LABEL ALL CLOTHING AND BELONGINGS CLEARLY AS WE CANNOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ITEMS 

THAT MAY GO ASTRAY. 
 Brimmed Sunhats are available for Toddlers and Preschoolers from the School Shop 
 
Toys: Please discourage your child from bringing toys to school as these invariably get lost or broken which causes 

much heartache on the part of the child. 
  
Lost Property: Property that is not claimed by the end of each term will be given to Charity. 
 
MEDICATION 
 
 EXCEPT WHERE ARRANGED THROUGH PRIOR PARENTAL CONSENT AND WITH PROPER MEDICAL 

REASON, NO MEDICATION WILL BE ADMINISTERED ON THE SCHOOL PROPERTY 
 NO CHILD MAY SELF MEDICATE ON THE SCHOOL PROPERTY 
 ALL IMMUNISATION RECORDS TO BE SUPPLIED TO THE SCHOOL ON ENROLMENT 
 
ABSENTEEISM/ILLNESS 
 
 There are a minimum number of school days that a child must attend school therefore it is important that 

your child attends school on a regular basis. 
 Please schedule appointments with doctors and dentists after school hours if possible. 
 If your child is ill, please let the school know as soon as possible, particularly if it is an infectious illness. 
 It is expected that children with severe coughs or infectious illnesses remain at home until well. 
 If your child becomes ill at school, you will be contacted to collect your child. 
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LUNCHES/SNACKS 
 

Toddler and Preschool parents are given snack lists whereby a particular snack day is allocated to each 
child to supply snacks for his/her class. These days are very important to both the child and the school. 
Please diarize this day and do not forget it.  Healthy, wholesome food only please, plus fruit and juice. 
Please note that you are required to cater for vegetarian children as well on snack days, as many children 
do not eat beef, pork or processed foods. (Snack Days are on hold for now due to COVID-19 regulations) 
 

 Snack lists are given out at the beginning of each term.  Please note that dates may change. Please check 
the snack day lists on the notice boards in your child’s classroom. For your convenience, you may order 
your child’s snack day menu option through the school tuck-shop. (Snack Days are on hold for now due to 
COVID-19 regulations) 
 

 Primary School classes: Please refrain from placing junk food devoid of any nutrition in your child’s lunch 
box. Pack enough healthy food for both snack and lunch.  

 
 There is an independently run school tuck shop if you would prefer to send money. Friday is tuck-shop day 

for our Preschool groups. Children usually bring R10-00 to purchase a treat. 
 
 Lunch and snacks for aftercare and homework class are to be supplied daily – we do not supply food as we 

do not have catering facilities. You can however make a separate arrangement with the independently run 
tuck-shop to supply your child with lunch for aftercare or homework class if need be. 

 
 
Please Note: 
 
 No food is provided – a substantial healthy lunch & juice must be supplied daily. 

 
 R130-00 per afternoon will be charged for children not collected from the premises as per the above and 

who are not registered for aftercare/homework and collected any time after 14h00 but before 17h30.  
 
 All children are to be collected from the bottom school gate after 15h30, as the Top gate is locked from 

this time.  
 
EXTRA MURALS  
 
We offer the following Extra Mural activities to children after school hours from 12h30. (Please ask about the 
additional cost): 

 Dance mouse Ballet & Modern Dance– (Preschool, Primary & Middle School) – Monday’s – Wendy 
083 387 7771 

 Yoga - (Preschool and Primary) – Thursday’s – Suzie – 083 299 6555 
 Karate - (Preschool & Primary) – Thursday’s – Stuart – 083 417 6315 
 Golf - (Preschool & Primary) Wednesday’s – J.J – 082 559 6254 
 Soccer - (Preschool only) Monday’s – J.J. – 082 5596254 
 Cricket - (Preschool only) Tuesday’s – J.J. – 082 559 6254 
 Pottery Classes - (Preschool & Primary) – Tuesday’s - Dominique – 079 505 5916 
 Monkeynastix - (Preschool & Toddlers) – Friday’s – Lynne – 072 463 9606 
 Little Lab Coats – (Preschool only) – Wednesday’s – Machel – 079 324 9531 

 
Art, Music, Computer studies and Physical Education/Sport are compulsory for primary class children and are 
included in school fees.  
 
We offer the following sports/extra murals to the primary group at Buccleuch Montessori. These are all included 
in school fees.   A sports timetable is provided at the beginning of each term. 



 

15 
 

 
 Softball   (Summer Season – Gauteng Interschool League) 14h00 – 15h00 
 Athletics  (Summer Season – Gauteng Interschool League) 14h00 – 15h00 
 Cross-country     (Summer Season – Gauteng  Interschool  League) 06h30 – 07h30 TBA 
 Cricket   (Summer Season – Gauteng Interschool League) 14h00 – 15h00 
 Netball   (Winter Season – Gauteng Interschool League) 14h00 – 15h00 
 Soccer   (Winter/Summer Season – Gauteng Interschool League) 14h00 – 15h00 
 Choir   Tuesday Mornings: 07:30 
 Zulu  In school time– (A Zulu textbook is required) 
 
FROM TIME TO TIME, WE WILL REQUIRE PARENTS SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE WITH TRANSPORT TO AND FROM 
SPORTS FIXTURES.  
 
BIRTHDAYS 
 
On the occasion of your child’s birthday, please bring the following items to school: 
 
 Birthday book to be presented to the school on the occasion of your child’s birthday for our library 

(dedicated to the school by your child including his/her name and birthdate).  Preferably a book of a non-
fiction nature. This will be presented to your child’s class by your child. 

 Photographs from birth to current for each year depicting a particular milestone e.g. walking, riding bike 
etc. 

 Cake, cupcakes, or ice cream and cones, and juice are welcome.  
 You as parents are also welcome to attend and to take photo’s Please note that NO party packs are 

allowed. 
 
 
LIST OF REQUIREMENTS FOR EACH CHILD IN TODDLER, PRESCHOOL & PRIMARY CLASSES: 
 
(To be brought into the school office on the first day of each new term: 18th January; 5th May & 7th September 
2021) 1 set per family per term. 
 
 2 large boxes Tissues 
 1 bottle Dettol liquid hand soap. 
 1 ream of 80 gsm A4 white TYPEK photocopy paper (500 sheets)  
 Dishwashing Liquid (750ml) 
 1 large Packet of Wet Wipes 
 1 Pkt 25 Black dustbin bags 
 Face cloth (Blue, Red or Yellow) 
 2 Rolls Paper Hand Towels 
 
In addition to all of the above, ONE of the following items below is to be brought in:  
 Large roll of cotton wool   * Windowlene                                            
 Germolene/Dettol Antiseptic cream * 1 Tub Aqueous Cream 
 Orange Dusting cloths   * Large pack 100 serviettes 
 Nappy Bags    * Large pkt ‘Omo or Surf’ Washing powder  
 Arnica cream or Arnica Oil  * 4 cakes of soap (Protek or similar) 
 Handy Andy    * Sponges for washing dishes with (Pkt of 4) 
 Anthisan cream    * Panado Syrup 
 1 500ml Tub Vaseline   *            Air Freshener. 
 Dettol Liquid / Savlon Liquid bottle        * Earbuds 
 1 Bottle Sunscreen (factor 30 and up)  *  1 large box Fabric Plasters. 
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PRIMARY CLASS STATIONERY  
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 Your child’s stationery list will be handed to you before year end in order for you to obtain all the items for 

the first day of school. Your child’s stationery is stored in their classroom and may need to be replenished 
periodically.  
 

 Compulsory textbooks, can be ordered and purchased from your preferred supplier, including Gareth 
Brown at our School shop (Contact Gareth on his cell: 078 257 0321).  
   

 School shirts, caps and tracksuits, music recorders and music books will need to be ordered from the school 
shop. 

  
 Art Eisteddfod Kempkuns – +-R70.00 per entry 
 
OUTINGS:  
 
TODDLER 
The toddler group does not go on outings. We invite various shows and workshops to come and visit us. Parents 
will be notified of such events and the cost thereof in good time. 
  
PRESCHOOL CLASSES  
We continuously invite guests to the preschool for educational purposes and at times, we may choose to go on an 
outing. We will let you know well in advance. 

 
 

PRIMARY SCHOOL CLASSES  
The Primary classes regularly go on educational outings.  Parents will be notified well in advance of costs and 
dates. An Indemnity Form is to be signed and returned to the school for each and every school outing. 
 
CAMP 
The Entire Primary School group is invited to go on camp annually. Our teachers accompany each of the groups.  
This usually takes place towards the end of October or beginning of November.  
Cost: Budget for approximately R 1850-00, but you will be notified well in advance. 
Venue and details are provided nearer to the time – this usually takes place in October/November. 
 
LIFT CLUBS 
 Please enquire at the Administration Office. There is a valuable reliable and safe service for children attending our 
school. 
 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 
 
 A well-structured, safe holiday program is offered providing your child with stimulation, fun, workshops 

and social interaction. 
 It is run independently at school, by Buccleuch Montessori staff. 

 
 Half day care: (Collection time -13h30. Cost: R 195-00 per morning) 
  
 Full day care: (Collection time – 17h30. Cost: R250-00 per day) 

 
The programme is run from the aftercare centre during school holidays. A substantial healthy lunch, fruit 
and juice is to be brought in by your child daily. 
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Suggested Snack List Ideas 
 

Vegetarian: 

Bag of oranges 

Apples 

Bananas 

Cucumber 

Watermelon 

Pawpaw 

Naartjies 

Strawberries 

Grapes 

Fruit skewers 

Baby tomatoes 

Fruit salad 

Peas & corn 

Carrots 

Butternut soup 

Potatoes + cooked veggies 

Veggie Pasta Bake 

Bran Muffins 

Savoury Pancakes 

Maccaroni & Cheese 

Pretzels 

Stir fry veggies with Rice / Pasta 

Mayonnaise 

Brown Whole wheat bread 

Healthy vegetable soup  

Non-vegetarian: 

Fish Fingers + veggies 

Chicken stew + Rice 

Mashed Potatoes + mince 

Chicken Nuggets + Hot chips 

Mini Chicken Pies + Veggies 

Chicken Pasta Salad 

Mini Quiche Tarts 

Roast Chicken 

Chicken Lasagne 

Boiled eggs + Mayo 

Spaghetti Bolognaise 

Chicken Pieces 

Dairy: 

Fresh Milk 

Yoghurt 

Buttro 

Drinks: 

100% Fruit juice 

3L Toddlers 

4L Preschools 

 

 

 

 

 

NB: ALWAYS CATER  FOR VEGETARIANS AS WELL. 

 

(Suspended for now)



 

 

 
 
 


